Making more room for God
2 Kings 4:8-37

We all live with all kinds of challenges, pressures and expectations. How do we find our way through these things? How can we live successful lives? How can our church be more successful in fulfilling its vision?

The secret isn’t really a secret – for many of us know this already, we just struggle to give it a priority. Success lies in the presence of God. Making room for him in our lives and in our church. How much of us does he have?
In the Psalms, David writes about his hunger for God. He likens it to something he saw many times in his early years as a shepherd: As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. The deer would come down from the hills to drink, but David had noted how they panted, how thirsty they were, as they went to their watering hole. 

How thirsty are we for God?

We can learn some points about God’s presence from this passage about Elisha and the Shunammite woman. The Shunammite saw Elisha as a man of God – she understood him to represent the presence of God  - so as we consider this passage we need to think about Elisha as the presence of God. 
1. Having a desire for the presence of God.

V8: We find she was a well to do woman. A noble woman. But never the less, she urged Elisha to stop and eat. She had to humble herself and pursue God’s presence. The more well-to-do we are, the more we tend to rely on our own resources and abilities. God can get squeezed out. We need to humble ourselves – and realise we need God’s presence. To say, “Lord, I want you”. To urge him to stay. Like Jacob who wrestled with an angel that represented God’s presence – he said, “I will not let you go until you bless me”.
How much do I desire his presence? O, Lord, give me a fresh hunger for your presence.

2. Move from hosting once in a while.

V10: The Shunammite made a room for God’s presence. Instead of just hosting him when he was around, now he would have somewhere to stay. Move from encounters once in a while to making room for him. 

In this culture, guests would take centre stage – they would have priority – they would make room for the guest in their lives. There would be sacrifices to make sure the guest had priority e.g what does he want to eat and when?

We have so much clutter in our lives that squeezes God out. We need to make God a priority. The very thing that should sustain us is sometimes the thing that gets crowded out. 
Can we say, “I need you more than anything else”.

3. Provision of God’s presence.

She gave birth to a son. She didn’t ask for anything in return for making room for Elisha, but God provided anyway. We make room not for what we can get out of it, but just to acknowledge him. 

Out of the place of being, comes the place of doing.

I want the blesser before the blessing.

As we make room for God, God makes room for us. Only God can do some things and he has an abundance he wants to gives us. 

The Psalmist tells us that unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour in vain. We have to operate from a place of intimacy whether we are thinking about God’s house or thinking about our own lives.
In the story involving Martha and Mary – Mary decided that Jesus’ presence was more important than anything else. Martha was a doer – she decided that serving Jesus was more important than anything else. We can be real servants of Jesus, but we still need the intimacy with God first. That is the most important thing. As we said, out of the place of being comes the place of doing.

4. Holding on to God’s presence.

V18 -20: challenge and disappointment will come. The son tragically dies.

V21: The first thing she did, was take the problem to the presence of God. She laid he son in the room and then fetches Elisha. She got her son back from the presence of the Lord.

Our priority needs to be the presence of God. Firstly having a desire for his presence, then moving from hosting his presence one in a while to making room for him. In that place of intimacy we will find provision and yet when challenges and disappointments come, we hold on to God presence whatever happens.

